Gene targeting of the immune system: the surprises continue.
To date, an impressive number of mutant mice strains have been generated by targeted mutagenesis of the immune system. During the past year, such knockout mice have been particularly valuable in revealing the biological functions of certain cytokines and their receptors, and also in identifying cell surface molecules critical for T-cell activation. Advances in targeting technologies also figure prominently in the accomplishments of the past year, with cell type specific gene targeting representing a major refinement of current methodologies.